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Arson
Attack on
Church

The fire brigade was called out in the early hours of
Tuesday 15 July to a fire in the East Finchley Methodist
Church on the High Road.

The injured woman was taken to hospital in the air ambulance. Photo by John Dearing

Woman Found Injured
near Tube Line
By John Dearing

Around 13:45 on Sunday 20
July, an elderly woman was
found between the tracks of
the Northern Line, more or
less directly underneath the
East End Road bridge, north

verything
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of East Finchley station.

The air ambulance operating from the Royal London
Hospital was called and landed
in the station car park around
14:00. British Transport Police
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and paramedics were also in
attendance. Northern Line train
services were stopped in both
directions, and the woman, who
was still alive but badly injured,
was treated in situ, before being
taken to hospital in the air ambulance. It was not known exactly
how she came to be next to the
track, but it seems unlikely that
she fell from the parapet of the
bridge. It is more probable that
she entered the restricted area
at the side and in attempting to
cross the track was in collision
with a train.
One local resident said that
he had heard the helicopter
landing and on looking out saw
people around the track, while
trains were still running.

The fire was discovered by
the cleaner at about 6:30am. She
then promptly alerted the police
and the fire brigade.
Entry was gained into the
church by breaking a side window
on the Park Road side of the building. The altar had been overturned
and there was extensive damage
to the consecrated area where
the fire was started. The wooden

pelmet and curtains behind the
altar were completely destroyed.
The organ, which is a smaller
version of the one originally
in Alexandra Palace, sustained
damage to the leather lining of
the organ and the bellows. The
heat caused the couplers to crack
and the organ pipes are full of dust,
making this beautiful instrument
unusable.

Building Steward, Robert Alderman examines paint, which has bubbled
up in the heat under the pipes of the organ. Photo by Erini Rodis
The damage caused by heat
and smoke means that the building is out of use until at least the
end of August. As well as being
a church, it was used by several
groups. The one most severely
affected being the mothers and
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of church members rallied round
to help clear up the charred
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The forensic team has been
able to obtain some clues, but
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anyone who might be able to
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help with the investigation is
asked to contact Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111.
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• Visit your community newspaper on-line at www.the-archer.co.uk
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